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Mr. ForD, of Lowe, 


A N D 


GENTLEMEN, 


N compliance with your requeſt, 
that the following diſcourſe might 


be publiſhed at your own expence, I 


ſubmit it to your pleaſure. 


I muſt believe you ſincere in your ap- 
probation of it, notwithſtanding its 
many imperfections, as you could have 
no other inducement to make that re- 


queſt. 


But give me leave to obſerve, that 
the opinion of a Sermon, heard with 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction, often ſinks in 
the reading. If it prove ſo in this caſe ; 
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To Meſſrs. Fox p and Erygioon, Ge. 


be pleis'd 10 put a top to any further 
proceeding, and return me the copy. 


Be that, as it may: your truly Chriſtian 
zeal to promote religion and virtue I 
cannot but. applaud ; - and am only a- 
fraid, that, in this inſtance, you have 
miſtaken the means. 


But as .it is Gop, that muſt give the 
increaſe to any of our labours, I truſt 
you will add your hearty prayers for the 
Divine Bleſſing on this weak perfor- 
mance, to thoſe of 


Your moſt reſpectful, 


And obedient humble Servant, 


J. R. 


SERM O N, Ge. 


Mar bunt xix. v. 17. 


If thou wilt enter into life, keep the 
commandments. 


F TER All the different opinions 
and principles of men in all ages 
concerning the right way to happineſs ; 
after all thoſe odious diſputes and con- 
troverſies, by which religion has been 
perplex'd, and men led into the dark ; 
after all thoſe unchriſtian heats and an- 
moſities, that have attended theſe fatal 
conteſts; (the diſmal conſequence of 
_ which has been, to ſtain and blemiſh our 
moſt holy religion; to bring it into diſ- 
repute; and, inſtead of diſputing men 
into a firmer belief, to introduce athe- 


iſm and infidelity ; after all, I fay,) the 


way and means to real happineſs are 
laid down, as plain as words can ex- 
preſs them, (as in many other parts of 

Scripture, 


— en eg... Bhs 


A SERM ON, Se. 
cripture, ſo particularly) in my text, 
Tf thou wilt, &c. 


Here we are told what is religion in- 
deed---A young min comes to our Sa- 
viour, and put's the queſtion to him ; 
Maſter, what good thing ſhall I do, that 
I may have eternal Life? Or, What is 
the condition? which the beſt, the 
moſt effectual means, whereby I ſhall 
attain everlaſting felicity ? 


Whether this youth was diſtracted in 
his judgment by the different opinions 
and ſects of men, and therefore afk'd 
this queſtion really to be inform'd : or, 
whether he came to fempt CHRIST, or 
from any other motive, is not altogether 
certain: But certain it is, that the con- 
dition, here laid down, is true; that, 
howſoever men may be divided in their 
opinions, the only effectual way to enter 
into life 18,-===by keeping God's command- 
ments. | * 


From which words I ſhall take occa- 
ſion to obſerve to you, 


| Firſ, 


4 SERMON, Ge. 


Fit, Wherein the nature of: religion 
doth con6ft.) en 95917 ai nnn on 10 


Secondly, That this, and no other, is 


the certain way to eternal life and 7 75 
ran, 561959 ̃ Nay 11 


7 birdh, 1 ſhall offer a few words of 
advice, that you would make this 1. 


main care and buſineſs of your lives. 


Firſt, Wherein the nature of reli- 
gion doth confiſt : Now in a Chriſtian 
congregation this may appear to want 
an apolopy ; as it ſeems to upbraid you, 


as though you had need (to uſe the words 


of St. Paul) that one teach you again 
which be. the firſt principles of the oracles 
of Gor ; and were become ſuch, as have 
need of milk, and not of ſtrong meat: that 
is, mere es in religion. 

And: 1 to men of. theſe GT 
doms, Who have the free 1 uſe of their 


bibles allow;'d them; 35 who once a week 


at leaſt,, may; hear ſome part of their 
duty explain'd and enforc'd i in theſe fa- 
cred 1 : To ſuch, I ſay, an high 

a affront 
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4 SERMON, . 
affront it muſt needs be, to he aceuſed 
of ignorance in the nature of religion. 


But, however deplorable, yet, true it 
is, that many are the groundleſs errors 
and miſtakes in this moſt eſſential point; 


and, how much ſoever we are willing 
to be thought religious, yet, 7 
mongſt us do in fat fall very won of 
truę religion. 


The truth of this will eaſily be made 
appear in many inſtances; for true reli- 
gion only conſiſts in beeping the command- 
ments, (that is,) in a ready, conſtant, 
fincere, and univerſal obedience to what- 
ever we know to be the will of God, 
whether by the light of natural. reaſon, 
or diuine revelation. N ow this will 


exclude, . CERT 


Firſt, All thoſe, who rely upon a 
mere ſpeculative unactive faith; upon a 
vain imagination, that, fince CHRIST 
has made an atonement for the fins of 
the world, the bare belief in him, as 
their Saviour, wilt be available to their 


ſalvation: that, fince he hath both un- 


dete the puniſhment due to fin, and 
perform'd 


A SERMON, G. 9 


perform'd that obedience, which they 
ſhould have done, therefore they have 
nothing more to do, than confidently 
to rely on him, and his promiſes: _ 
But this is ſo far from being a true 
notion of Chriſtian Faith, that it is the 
utmoſt height of preſumption: It is 
preſuming more pon Gop's mercy than 
we have any warrant for; ſince he has 
no where promis'd falvation to any faith 
but ſuch as is productive of obedience. 
The Scriptures every where - plainly 
teach us, that unleſs our Faith work by 
Charity ; unleſs it purify our hearts, and 
reform our lives; unleſs, like Abra- 
ham's, it be perfefted by works; it is 
dead, and cannot juſtify, or ſave us. 


Chriſt, *tis true, did die for our Sms, 
and thereby made an atonement for 4 

them: He bare our Sins in his 6wn Body | 

on the Tree, ſays St. Peter * ;---But for |; 

what end ?- Why, as it follows, hat * 1 Eph. * 

we, being dead unto Sin, ſhould live unto © 5 88 lf 
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4 SERMON, Er. 


We are not now indeed under ſuch 
exact terms of works, as the law re- 
quir'd, (that is,) unfinning obedience : 
But, through the merits of our Lord, 
and faith in him, our imperfe& good 
works will be accepted: But ſtill -- that 
we ſhould be juſtified, accepted, and 
acquitted of guilt, though we are idle 
and unprofitable ; or rebellious, and do 


evil, is an abſurdity i in itſelf ; and can 


neither be prov'd from ſcripture nor 
reaſon. 


Our Bleſſed Saviour, the great author 


and finiſher of our faith, promiſeth 


blefledneſs to none, but thoſe who are 
eminent for the practice of thoſe Chriſ- 
tian graces and virtues, of humility, 
meekneſs, righteouſneſs, mercy, purity, 
peaceableneſs, patience and ſuch like. 


on Mat. Chap. v. and Chap. vii. Verſe 


He afſures us, that t every one 
Ge faith unto him, Lord, Lord, ſball 
enter into the kingdom of Heaven ; but he 
that doth the will of his Father which 1s 
in Heaven. Again, Verſe 24, Whoſo- 


.ever heareth theſe ſayings of mine, and 


doth them, I will liten him unto a wiſe 


nan 


* 


A SERMON, Ge. 


man which built his houſe upon a rock 2 


and the rain deſcended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
houſe : and it fell not, for it was founded 
upon a rock. But every one that heareth 
theſe ſayings of mine, and doth them not : 
(whoever builds his hopes of happineſs 
on hearing .or believing the goſpel, 
without the practice of it's precep pts) 


ſhall be likened to a fooliſh man, which built 
his houſe upon the ſand : and the rain de- 
ſeended, and the floods came, and the winds 


blew, and beat upon that houſe, and it fell, 
and great was the fall of it. In another 
place he ſeverely checks the vain confi- 
dence and preſumption of thoſe, who 
will rely on him for ſalvation without 
keeping his commandments.----}/hy 


call ye me, Lord, Lord, and 40 not the 
things which T ſay. 


Religion indeed would be a very 
ſhort and eaſy buſineſs, did it only re- 


quire a bare belief: Few would then 


miſs of heaven; a man might follow 
his own heart's deſire, indulge himſelf 
in all his darling vices here, and yet be 

B 2 aſſured 


II 


| Luke 6. 


4 SERMON, &c. 


* 


aſſured of happineſs. hereafter. But 
alas ! this cannot bes CHRIST himſelf, 
who cannot lie, hath ſaid, that, IF we 
will enter into life, ue muſt, not only 
believe, but, &eep hrs Commandments. 


Secondly, Another miſtake (near akin 
to that we have been ſpeaking of) have 
ſome men fallen into ; who have thought 
that the main of their religion conſiſted 
only in being members of this, or that, 
particular church or party; and ſup- 
pos'd that their being within the pale 
thereof was ſufficient to denominate 
them good Chriſtians, and finally to 
ſave them. 


This is one of thoſe dangerous prin- 
ciples which the church of Rome hath 
admitted ; taking upon it to give all 
thoſe, who are members thereof, the 
name and title of Good Catbolics, and 


ſeverely to cenſure, nay to pronounce 


eternal Damnation on all thoſe who are 


out of it; whom they ſtyle Hereticks. 


And, it grieves me to ſay, we have rea- 


fon to complain of ſome, who pretend 


to 


A SERM O N, Sc. 


to be members of our own church, for 
coping too cloſely after this unchriſtian 


patter n. 


But will any thinking man call this 
religion ? No---However ſome may be 


impos'd upon; wedced and bigotted to 


a ſe& or opinion; tis not a name, nor 
the being members of any church, 
though ever ſo apoſtolical and orthodox, 
that will make us good Chri/tians ; nor 
muſt we hope for ſalvation on any other 
grounds, than as we lead godly lives, 

and keep the Commandments. 


We may flatter ourſelves, that the 
truth and honour of Gop are concern'd 
to compleat the happineſs of thoſe, for 
whom he hath done ſo great things al- 
ready ; and that therefore being bap- 
-tized into Chriſt, made members o* his 
church; we need not fear miſcarrying 
of the rewards and ſalvation which he 
has purchas' d for us: But alas! theſe 
are vain preſumptions. Gop cannot 
Suffer his truth to fail, nor his honour to 
ſuffer any blemiſh; but neither the one, 


nor 
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4 SERMON, &c. 


nor the other of theſe conſiderations, 
is any comfort or ſecurity to us, unleſs 
we are faithful in the diſcharge of thoſe 
conditions, to which the promiſes are 
made: A life of purity and piety, hu- 
mility and charity, ſuch as the goſpel 
preſcribes, is alone available to. inſtate 


us in the bleſſings and priviledges, the 


rewards and hanours, which the goſpel 


holds forth.----1/ therefore ye will enter 


into hfe, keep. the C ommandments. | 


Thirdly, There are others, a con- 


tent themſelves with a very impertect, 


and partial obedience; and becauſe they 
are not guilty of. any yery notorious and 
enormous crimes, think they are in a 
fair way for heaven and happineſs ; 
though at the ſame time they have in- 
dulg'd themſelves in the commiſſion of 
ſome one, favourite, vice, ſome darling 
iniquity ; which, from its agreeable- 
neſs to their particular age, or conſtitu- 
tion, or way of life, they plead for as 
a little one ; and for which 5 diligent 
obſervance of other duties will, they 
hope, ſufficiently excuſe and atone: 

| But 


A SERMON, Ge. 
But this is alſo far from true religion b 
for that requires univerſality of obe- 
dience. | Rk, 


We muſt have an uniform and regular 
reſpect unto all Gop's Commandments, if 
we would fulfil the real terms of our ſal- 
vation; neither deſpiſing that authority 
of God in the neglect of one command- 
ment, which we acknowledge and ſub- 
mit to in the obſervance of another; 
nor thinking by our over-niceneſs and 
diligence in the obſervance of one, to 
atone and excuſe for the neglect of ano- 
ther : We muſt not avoid thoſe fins only, 
which our natural temper, or the incon- 
veniences which they bring along . with 
them, make us averſe to; but thoſe alſo, 
which are moſt conducive to our prefent 
profit, or moſt ſuitable to our conſtitution 
or inclination. tever it be, that 
tempts us to ſin ; hoever dear or uſe- 
ful it may ſeem to, our: temporal eſtate, 
it muſt yet be parted wWith, and avoided; 
even to the plucking out an eye, or cutting 
an band; (that is) though it coſt us 
the utmoſt pain and uneaſineſs. In 
| ſhort, 
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ſhort, - we muſt uſe our utmoſt endea- 
vours to pay ſuch an entire, univerſal 
obedience, as may, not only render us 
not far from the kingdom of Gop ; but, 
carry us thoroughly, and {afcly thither : 


always conſidering, that upon our dili- 
gence or remiſsneſs in the performance 


thereof depends our entering or not en- 
tering into life. 


Fourthly, Nor will a bare abſtaining 
even from all fin come up to the nature 
of true religion, or be ſufficient for ſal- 


vation; though this is an error very 


common amongſt Chriſtians ; and thoſe 
who would ſeem too moſt religious. 


If you enquire into the ſtate of men's. 
ſpiritual concerns, and their hopes and 
expectations of eternal life ; how ſtren- 
uauſly will they plead for a negative ho- 


lineſs? How confidently will they tell 


you ? They have never injur'd or de- 
frauded their neighbour ; they have ob- 
ſerv'd the ſtrifteſt rules of juſtice be- 
tween man and man ; and as for drunk- 


| enneſs, whoredom, prophaneneſs, and 


the 


A SERMON, Ge. 17 | 


the like, they cannot charge their con- 
ſcience with them.“ Why truly this is 
a great deal, and more, I'm afraid, than 
ſome, who call themſelves Chriſtians, 
can juſtly ſay for themſelves : But after 
all, the goſpel aſſures us, that much 
more 1s requir'd at our hands ; and that 
not only the commiſſion of evil, but 
the omiſſion of good works, (of piety | 
and charity) will fink men into the pit | 
of perdition; that e ax ſhall cut down 
not only the tree which bringeth forth 
evil, or no fruit, but that alſo, which =; 
bringeth not forth good fruit. And we «». bo. 
read, that he who had not increas'd his 
maſter's talent, though he had not miſ- 
pent it, was nevertheleſs adjudg'd an un- 
profitable ſervant, and was caſt into outer 25 oo 


darkneſs, where ts FO and gnaſhing of © jd 
teeth. | 
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Wherefore, if we would be truly re- 
ligious, we muſt not only ceaſe to do e- 
vil, but learn to do well. We muſt, (as 1 
St. Paul adviſes the Epheſians*) put of, . — 1 
concerning our former converſation, the old v. 22. F 9 
man, which is corrupt according to the de- J: 


C ceitful 


— - 1 — 
* 2 


— — _ 


— . 


->- 


. RT, ETC —_ Üũ ˙³m , 
- 4 


8 — n 
— ——_—_—_-_” T7. 


18 


A SERMON, @c. 
ceitful Iufts of the fleſh; and put on the 


new man, which after God, ts created in 


righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 


Let no man therefore flatter himſelf 
that he is religious and in a fair way for 
heaven ; becauſe perhaps he is not a 
thief, nor adulterer, nor drunkard, nor 
unjuſt, nor prophane ſwearer, nor guilty 
of any ſuch like ſcandalous offences ; 
for, beſides an enquiry into all theſe 
groſs and enormous crimes, we ſhall 
be examined in the /aft day, whether we 
have grven meat to the hungry, and drink to 
the thirſly ? whether we have cloathed the 
naked, vijited the fick, relieved the oppreſſed, 


and done all other poflible good offices 


to the ſouls and bodies of our indigent 
brethren ? Y/hen, thoſe, who have not, 
ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment, 
but the righteous into life eternal. See 
Matt. xxv. from ver. 31 to the end of 
the chapter. 


So that, you ſee, nothing leſs than a 
ſincere, impartial, and univerſal obedi- 
ence to the will of God, to the beſt 

of 
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of our power, will be accepted of, as 
true religion ; and that all thoſe claims 
will prove inſufficient, which are void 
thereof ; for without holineſs no man ſhall 
. fee the Lord; or in the words of my 


text, F thou wilt enter into life, keep the 
Commandments. 


Thus having finiſh'd my firſt head, I 
ſhall need to ſay but very little in proof 
of my ſecond; for however men may 
be miſtaken, or differ in opinions con- 
cerning the nature of true religion ; or, 
however our lives and practices may be 
inconſiſtent with it, yet few, I would 
hope, will have the face to deny 


Second} ly, That this, and no other, is | 
the certain way to eternal life and hap- 
pineſs. All who believe the Holy 
Scriptures (and to ſuch I perſuade my- 
felf I now ſpeak) mult aſſent to this 
truth, which is fo fully and expreſsly 
deliver d in almoſt every page thereof. 
All the happineſs that we can deſire, 
and of which the nature of man is ca- 
Pable, is there promis'd to us upon the 


i terms 
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terms of religion; upon our denying all 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſis, and living 
foberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
Rom. 2. World. They who by patient continuance 
Fo in well. doing ſeek for glory, and honour, 
and immortality, ſhall obtain eternal life. 
1f thou doſt well, faith Gop to Cain, 
Halt thou not be accepted? And again, 
his commiſſion to the prophets runs 
thus, Say ye to the righteous, It ſhall be 
well with them, for they ſhall eat the fruit 
of their doings. Woe unto the wicked, it 
ſhall be il with him, for the reward of his 
hands ſhall be given him. And when our 
Saviour in my text tells the young man, 
If thou wilt enter into life, keep the com- 
mandments: It manifeſtly implies, that, 
if he did keep the commandments, he 
ſhould undoubtedly enter into life. In 
ſhort, it ſeems to be the chief ſcope and 
deſign both of the Old and New Teſ- 
tament, to make known and enforce 
this important truth----That a religious 
life, and that alone, through CHRIST, 
will be available to our ſalvation. We 
cannot therefore doubt or diſbelieve it, 
LR . unleſs 


A SERMON, Ge. 


unleſs we will diſbelieve 47m concern- 


ing the terms of our happineſs, and 
the means of attaining it, by whoſe ta- 
vour and bounty alone we hope to be 
made partakers of it. 


But if Gop had not ſaid it, yet the 
nature and reaſon of the thing itſelf 
doth plainly make it evident: For reli- 
gion is not only a condition of our fu- 
ture happineſs, but a neceſſary qualifi- 
cation for it: We muſt be like to Gop 
in the temper and diſpoſition of our 
ſouls, before we can find any felicity in 
the enjoyment of him. Men muſt 
therefore be purg'd from all their luſts 
and earthly paſſions; they muſt refine 
and ſpiritualize their natures ; and put 


on pure and Gop-like diſpoſitions ; be- 


fore they can be fit company for their 
heavenly Father, or meet to dwell in 
his cœleſtial habitation. 


All that now remains then is, 


Thirdly, To offer a few words, in or- 


der to perſuade you to make religion the 
| main 
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main care and buſineſs of your lives---- 
And here I ſhall apply myſelf, 


Firſt, To thoſe, who are groſsly care- 
leſs and unmindful of this grand con- 


Cern. 


ns. 


S*, 


Secondly, 'To thoſe who are remiſs in 
4 matter of ſuch infinite importance. 

Firſt, To thole, &c.---Now to ſuch 
I may ſay, as the maſter of the ſhip 
ſaid to Jonah, when he was faſt aſleep 
in the ſtorm : What mean ye, O ye fleep- 
ers? Ariſe, and call upon your Gov. 
You have heard that religion is the ne- 
ceſſary condition of happineſs, and that 
the one cannot be attain'd without the 
other: When your ſouls then are every 
moment in danger of ſinking, it is high 
time, ſure, to awake out of fleep ; out 
of that thoughtleſs ſecurity in an evil 


_ courſe, which would be unayoidably fa- 


tal; and to ply every oar; to uſe all 
poſſible care and induſtry to further 
your falvation. There is not one a- 
mongſt us, but who wiſhes to. be hap- 
py ; we have longings after it W 
Ms 8 
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ed in our very nature : Unleſs therefore 
we will act contrary to the dictates of 
thoſe defires, we muſt endeavour and 
aim at felicit / in ſuch a manner, as is 
likely to be ſucceſsful. Now to this fe- 


licity nothing, we ſee, can conduct us, 


but a religious life: This is the ffrarght 
gate that leads us thither : How un- 
reaſonably then do thoſe men a&, who 
deſire the end, and yet negle& the 
means? or perverſely forſake the high- 
way, for ſome crooked and deceitful 
by-path ? There are few, who, if in- 
form'd of the means of gaining ſome 
great worldly profit, or temporal ad- 
vantage, would not greedily embrace, 
and earneſtly put them in execution, 
though never ſo difficult, or dangerous. 
And ſhall we be leſs active in a matter 
of infinitely greater importance ? Shall 
we be more ſollicitous to obtain a 
periſhing inheritance on earth, than 
one incorruptible in the heavens ? Vain, 
unthinking Men! not to conſider, that, 
without riches, without honours, with- 
out worldly pleaſures, we may be happy 
both here, and hereafter : But without 


the 
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the favour of Gon we never can; and 
therefore not without religion. 


However careleſs and indifferent men 
may be about theſe things zow ; HO Y- 
ever the young man may for the preſent 
rejoice in his youth, and let his heart chear 
him in the days of his youth; yet the time 
will come,---will ſhortly come,---when 
he ſhall be moſt fully convinc'd, that for 
all theſe things Gop will call him to judg- 


ment. | 


Theſe conſiderations, one would think, 
ſhould be ſufficient to awaken every man 
to a ſenſe of his danger, and put him 
upon an hearty endeavour of acquiring all 
thoſe qualifications, which are neceſſary 
to procure him admittance into life. 


Let theſe then ſink down into your 
hearts : And if any of you have hereto- 
fore indulg'd yourſelves in a thoughtleſs, 
inconſiderate careleſsneſs about your fu- 
ture ſtate ; if you have liv'd without re- 


ligion, and therefore in effect, without 


God in the world; let ſuch immediately 
betake themſelves to an hearty repent- 
ance 
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ance, for what is paſt ; and for the future 


reſolve on a conſtant, ſteady, and univer- 
ſal obedience to the commands of Gop : 
for, however ſome may vainly flatter 
and delude themſelves ; however their 
eyes may be dazzled with the falſe light 
and, ſplendor of earthly enjoyments ; 
yet, be aſſured ! that religion is the ohe 
thing 'needful; that without holineſs no 
man ſhall ſee the Lord; nor ever enter 
into life, unleſs he a God's Command- 
. | 


A I am to apply myſelf to 
thoſe, who (though not entirely care- 
leſs and indifferent) are yet remiſs in a 
matter of ſuch vaſt importance who 
mind the buſineſs. of religion in ſome 
degree ; but not ſo heartily and vigour- 
ouſly,: as an affair of ſuch infinite con- 
Wer doth require and deſerve. 


Rad 8 I'm afraid, thoſe, Who 
would be thought the beſt, are greatly 
defective; Ay they are ſo much the 
more to be blamed, by how much they 


Are more convinced, than others, 


of the neceſſity of a religious and holy 
D : oe 
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life: they believe, that according to the 
i degrees of every man's virtue and holi- 
vip neſs in ths life, will be the degrees of 
. his happineſs in the next : that He thut 
if Joweth ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly ; 
Big and he that foweth plentifully, ſhall reap 
Bi  Þlentt Yully ; that the meaſure of every 
man's reward ſhall be according to the 
2] | improvement he has made of the talents 
Mo committed to his Rags: | Ny 


KV But how few live according to this 
"i belief? Notwithſtanding “ we are al- 
„ * lured by the moſt glorious promiſes 
: 1 « and hopes ; ; awed by the greateſt 
« fears; and urged by the moſt forcible 
« arguments in the world ;” Yet how 
faintly do we run the race that is er be. 
fore us ? How frequently, how - eaſſſy 
are we ſtopped and d verted in our 
Chriſtian courſe by any little temptation 
from the world? How cold, and incon- 
ſtant are we in the exerciſe of piety and 
goodneſs? and how D deen in 
every part of our duty ? 3 * 
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Did we act AN: as men uſe 
to do in things of leſs moment, we 


could not be ſo very remiſs about a thing 
| ſo 
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ſo neceſſary; we could not be ſo negli- 
gent and careleſs in a matter of life and 
death, yea, on which a whole eternity 
depends. 


Let us then ſhake off this ſloth and 
ſecurity, and take earneſt pains for our 
ſalvation : Let us make that our main 
buſineſs, preferable to all temporal con- 
cerns ; remembering, that, in the lan- 
guage of the ſcripture, we muſt /abour, 
we mult watch, we muſt ffrive to enter 
in at the ſtraight gate; and work out our 
ſalvation with ſear and trembling : That 
no faith, no church, no profeſſion can 
excuſe, or ſave us, if we neglect the 
main, ſubſtantial duties it enjoins : for 
what Our Saviour ſaid to the youth in 
my text, is equally applicable to every 
man; If thou wilt enter, &c. Let us 
therefore be ſincere in the diſcharge of 
our duty; profeſling righteouſneſs, and 
intending what we profeſs ; ſeeming re- 
ligious, and being what we defire to 
ſeem : Let us, I ſay, duly conjider thoſe 
things, which make for our peace, before 


they be finally hid from our eyes. 


Ble ſſed 
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Bleſſed be God! This is not yet our 


caſe; but we none -of ns know, how: 
ſoon it may be. 


You that are young, be pleaſed to 
conſider, that this is the fitteſt, beſt ſea- 
ſon for the minding and doing the bu- 
ſineſs of religion: you are now moſt 


capable of good impreſſions, before the 
habits of vice have taken deep root, 


and your hears be hardened through the 


deceitfulneſs of fin : This is your moſt 
acceptable time ; this is your day of Sal- 


vation. 


And as to thoſe who are old ; whoſe 


grey hairs, feeble hands, and tottering 


knees give them daily warnings of their 
approaching end; it is high time ſure 


for them to be wiſe and ſerious 71. e. to 


be religious. This is the laſt opportu-- 
nity of their Lives, and therefore they 
certainly ought to lay hold of, and im- 
prove it with all their might; and take 
care, not to act their laſt part indecently, 
and in confuſion. 


To 
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To conclude, let us, every one, be 
vigorous and chearful, zealous and ſin- 
cere in a conſtant, impartial obedience 
to the commands of our Lord: Thus 
ſhall we adorn our holy poſſeſſion ; pro- 
mote the honour of God and his laws; 
and extend his worſhip to the ends of the 
earth: This will enhance our happineſs 
in this life ; and be the happy means of 


gaining us an entrance into life eternal. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all 


honour, and glory, and praiſe for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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